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Summary of Child Foster Care Responsible Agency Requirements
A county or tribal agency must have placement 
responsibility for a child’s foster care placement. 
This may be a court order or a voluntary placement 
agreement. The responsible agency’s role and 
responsibility is determined in law and tribal code, 
and is reviewed in court. The following applies to 
most placements:   
1.	 Consider foster care a temporary living situation for 

a child. The responsible agency’s staff concurrently 
plan for a child to be safely reunited with their 
parent(s) and at the same time seek other families, 
first considering relatives and kin, to permanently 
care for a child if they cannot return home because 
of safety concerns.

2.	 Diligently search and notify a child’s maternal and 
paternal relatives and kin of their need for foster 
parents. The agency will search for and notify 
relatives until the court is satisfied with agency 
efforts. 

3.	 Place a child with their siblings. If siblings cannot be 
placed together safely, the agency must ensure that 
they have regular visitation and contact. 

4.	 Provide foster parents with information about a 
child before placement as part of the out-of-home 
placement plan (OHPP), or as information becomes 
available, including:

■■ The reason(s) foster care is needed. 
■■ The permanency plan for a child 
■■ A child’s medical history, immunization record, 

or any other medical or dental needs 
■■ A child’s educational needs and school 

enrollment. 
5.	 Include foster parents in development and 

implementation of the OHPP, assessing and 
including services needed in the foster home 
to ensure a child’s well-being, and supporting 
placement stability. Foster parents must be 
provided with a copy of the OHPP. 

6.	 Send foster parents written notice of all 
administrative review and/or court hearings, and 
ensure that they are aware of their right to attend 
court hearings and their right to be heard. 

7.	 Visit a child monthly, with a majority of those visits 
to take place in the family foster home. These visits 
support placement stability and help a child and 
their foster parents address any problems they may 
be having. These visits should:

■■ Assess a child’s daily needs and foster parent 
concerns about a child’s behavior and 
development to ensure their needs are safely 
being met in the home, as well as the need for 
additional services.

■■ Ensure a child’s health needs are met. 
■■ Ensure that child is attending school.

■■ Review the case plan, including a child’s 
participation in age-appropriate social, 
extracurricular and cultural enrichment activities.

■■ Engage foster family in an ongoing discussion 
and evaluation about their roles and 
responsibilities, and their need for support during 
a child’s placement.

■■ Report any concerns about a child’s care to child 
protection and the licensing agency.

8.	 Explain the importance of family visitation to 
develop or preserve a child’s bond with their 
parents and siblings, and establish a visitation plan 
that schedules visits so child’s parent(s), foster 
parents and child can plan accordingly. Help foster 
parents understand that visitation may affect 
a child’s behavior, and assist them to develop 
strategies that will support a child to maintain 
relationships with their parent(s) and siblings. 

9.	 Inform foster parents about Northstar Care for 
Children. The agency assesses every child entering 
foster care for a basic and supplemental payment 
using the Minnesota Assessment of Parenting for 
Children and Youth (MAPCY). Provide a copy of 
“What is the MAPCY assessment?” (DHS 7060A).

10.	Ensure that a child’s educational and health care 
needs are assessed and issues identified are 
appropriately addressed, including physical, mental, 
chemical, developmental, dental and visual health 
needs, as follows:

■■ Provide clear instructions to foster parents in 
the OHPP about their role and responsibility in 
meeting a child’s health care needs while in 
their care. 

■■ Involve a child’s parent(s) in planning for their 
education and health care. The parents make 
educational and treatment decisions unless 
parental rights have been terminated, or the 
court has restricted parents’ involvement in 
planning and providing for their child’s 
well-being.

■■ Provide foster parents with information 
necessary to enroll child in school, as well as 
in the free and reduced lunch program, and 
similar programs.

11.	 If a foster parent asks the responsible agency 
to remove a child from their home, prior to 
removal they and agency staff will work together 
to determine if additional supports or services 
can safely maintain a child in the home. A foster 
child experiences an unplanned move only when 
an agency is concerned about their health or 
safety, or when all resources to support placement 
stability have been exhausted. Unless agency staff 
determines that there is an issue that affects a 
child’s health or safety, it will remove a child from 
the foster home within 45 days of a request. 



Agency Use: Enter a contact number that can assist with a request to interpret this document.

For accessible formats of this publication, ask your county worker. 
For assistance with additional equal access to human services, contact 
your county’s ADA coordinator. (ADA4 [9-15])

Attention. If you need free help interpreting this document, call the above number.
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ملاحظة: إذا أردت مساعدة مجانية لترجمة هذه الوثيقة، اتصل على الرقم أعلاه.
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請注意，如果您需要免費協助傳譯這份文件，請撥打上面的電話號碼。

Attention. Si vous avez besoin d’une aide gratuite pour interpréter le présent document, veuillez appeler au 
numéro ci-dessus.

Thov ua twb zoo nyeem. Yog hais tias koj xav tau kev pab txhais lus rau tsab ntaub ntawv no pub dawb,  
ces hu rau tus najnpawb xov tooj saum toj no. 

ymol.ymo;b.wuh>I zJerh>vd.b.w>rRpXRuvDvXw>uusd;xH0J'.vHm wDvHmrDwcgtHRM.<ud;b.vDwJpdeD>*H>vXx;tHRM.wuh>I 

알려드립니다. 이 문서에 대한 이해를 돕기 위해 무료로 제공되는 도움을 받으시려면 위의 
전화번호로 연락하십시오.

ໂປຣດຊາບ. ຖາ້ຫາກ ທາ່ນຕອ້ງການການຊວ່ຍເຫືຼອໃນການແປເອກະສານນີຟ້ຣ,ີ ຈ ົງ່ໂທຣໄປທ່ີໝາຍເລກຂາ້ງເທີງນີ.້

Hubachiisa. Dokumentiin kun tola akka siif hiikamu gargaarsa hoo feete, lakkoobsa gubbatti kenname bilbili.

Внимание: если вам нужна бесплатная помощь в устном переводе данного документа, позвоните по 
указанному выше телефону.

Digniin. Haddii aad u baahantahay caawimaad lacag-la’aan ah ee tarjumaadda qoraalkan, lambarka kore wac.

Atención. Si desea recibir asistencia gratuita para interpretar este documento, llame al número indicado 
arriba.

Chú ý. Nếu quý vị cần được giúp đỡ dịch tài liệu này miễn phí, xin gọi số bên trên.
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