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Title IV-E Foster Care Basic Eligibility 
Determination Checklist

CHILD/YOUTH’S NAME BIRTH DATE

SSN SOCIAL WORKER

IV-E/MAXIS CASE NUMBER SOCIAL SERVICE CASE NUMBER

PHYSICAL PLACEMENT DATE
SSIS: MAXIS:

COUNTY PROVIDING SERVICE

ELIGIBILITY MONTH (Date removal petition filed/hearing held or VPA signed) COUNTY OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

REMOVAL HOME PHYSICAL REMOVAL HOME

PLACEMENT ADDRESS TITLE IV-E DETERMINATION COMPLETED BY

CITY STATE ZIP CODE DATE COMPLETED

Basic eligibility considerations:
A. Legal responsibility for the placement, care, and supervision of the child/youth was obtained through: 

(Check one)

 L Voluntary Placement Agreement Final signature date:______________

 L Court order transferring legal responsibility for the placement, care, and supervision of the child/youth to 
local social service agency or to a corrections or tribal agency with whom the local social service agency or 
state has a Title IV-E Agreement in effect.  Date of court hearing:_____________

B. AFDC relatedness in or for the eligibility month:
1. Is the removal home a parent or legally responsible specified relative? 

Note: For youth age 18-21, the youth is their own removal home so always answer “Yes”.

 L Yes If yes, proceed.

 L No If no, does not meet Title IV-E basic eligibility.

2. Did the child/youth live in the removal home in the eligibility month or one of the six months prior? 
Note: For youth age 18-21, the youth is their own removal home so always answer “Yes”.

 L Yes If yes, proceed.

 L No If no, does not meet Title IV-E basic eligibility.

3. Would the child/youth have been eligible for AFDC according to July 16, 1996 standards (as amended) 
if application had been made in the eligibility month?

 L Yes If yes, proceed.

 L No If no, does not meet Title IV-E basic eligibility.

C. For court ordered placements, the initial court action must contain a judicial determination that 
remaining in the home is contrary to the welfare of the child or placement is in the best interests of the 
child/youth. 

Date of initial court hearing:________________ 
(Check one)

 L The court order contains a judicial determination that remaining in the home is contrary to the 
child’s welfare.
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 L The court order contains a judicial determination that placement is in the child’s/youth’s best interests.

 L The court order does not contain a judicial determination regarding contrary to the welfare or best interests.

 L Court transcript contains contrary to the welfare or best interests.

 L Court transcript does not contain contrary to the welfare or best interests.

Note: If the judicial determination requirement in C, is not met, there is no basic Title IV-E eligibility 
for the child/youth.

D. For court ordered placements, within 60 (calendar) days of the child’s/youth’s physical removal from the 
home, a judicial determination that reasonable efforts were made to prevent placement or reasonable efforts 
were not required (per Minnesota Statute 260.012 and 45 CFR 1356.21 (b)) must be obtained. 

Date of court hearing:________________

(Check one)

 L Reasonable efforts were made to prevent placement.

 L Reasonable efforts were not required per Minnesota Statute 260.012 and 45 CFR 1356.21 (b)

Note: If Judicial Determination in D is not obtained within 60 days there is no basic Title IV-E eligibility 
for the child/youth.

If Judicial Determination in D is not obtained in the removal month, basic Title IV-E eligibility may not 
begin until the first of the month it is obtained.

E. For voluntary placements, a judicial determination that continued voluntary placement is in the best interests 
of the child/youth is required within 180 (calendar) days of the IV-E removal date (physical/constructive date). 
(Check one)

 L Within 180 day period and the best interst judicial determination is not yet required.

 L Best interests judicial determination was obtained within 180 days.
  Date of court hearing:________________

 L Best interests judicial determination was not obtained within 180 days. Title IV-E basic eligibility must end 
on day 181.

Eligibility results: (Check one)

 L Meets Title IV-E foster care basic eligibility

Basic Title IV-E foster care eligibility effective date:______________

 L Does NOT meet Title IV-E foster care basic eligibility

Coordinated benefits:

Is the child/youth RSDI eligible? L Yes L No

Is the child/youth SSI eligible? L Yes L No

If yes to either question and IV-E eligibility exists, coordinate with the local Social Security 
Administration office.
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