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Changing Your 
Minnesota Child Support Order
Answers to frequently asked questions
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What is this about? 
This brochure has information to help parents 
decide when to ask the court to change their child 
support order.
This is only general information about changing child 
support orders. It is not meant as legal advice. For more 
information on how to change your child support order, 
contact your county child support agency or visit www.
mncourts.gov/selfhelp for forms and instructions.
For information about your child support case, visit 
www.childsupport.dhs.state.mn.us, or contact your 
county child support agency.

When should I ask the court to change 
my child support order?
It depends on how much your income or expenses 
have changed.
The court is NOT likely to change your order 
if the ONLY change since your last order is:

 ■ You had a new baby with someone else
 ■ You believe the other parent doesn’t need 

the money
 ■ You or the other parent married or divorced
 ■ Your minor child no longer lives with the 

other parent
 ■ Your minor child has had a baby.

The court MIGHT change your order if any 
of these things changed since your last order:

 ■ You or the other parent earn more or less money.
 ■ Your expenses have gone up because of unusual 

circumstances significantly.
 ■ Your medical insurance has changed 

(cost or availability).

 ■ You lost your job through no fault of your own.
 ■ You owe the support and the minor child 

now lives with you.
 ■ You owe the support and are in prison.
 ■ You now receive public assistance.
 ■ One or more of your children turned 18 and are not 

in high school.

How do I change my order?
Only the court can change a child support order by 
issuing a new order. 

There are a few options when asking the court 
to consider issuing a new order. Here is some 
additional information about those two options.
Option 1 – Work with the county 
child support agency
The county child support agency might be able to 
bring a motion on your behalf for the court to modify 
your order. If you have an open child support case in 
a Minnesota county, ask your child support agency to 
review your case facts. Your child support worker will 
need some information to see if there is a basis for 
the county to bring a motion. Be prepared to provide 
information about:

 ■ Your job and how much money you earn
 ■ Benefits you receive or might be eligible for, such as 

unemployment, disability, public assistance
 ■ Health or dental insurance you or your children have 

in place or are eligible to receive

http://www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp
http://www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp
http://www.childsupport.dhs.state.mn.us
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 ■ Child care expenses for the children covered by your 
court order

 ■ Your monthly expenses, such as rent, groceries, etc.
 ■ Other child support orders you have.

The child support agency will probably contact the 
other parent for the same information about him or 
her. Using all the information, the child support agency 
will determine if your court order meets the criteria for 
modification and whether the county will bring its own 
motion to modify.
If the order meets the criteria for modification, the 
county should proceed to ask the court to change the 
order. Keep in mind, the county may ask the court to 
increase or decrease the support amount. 
If the order does not meet any of the modification 
criteria, the child support agency will tell you in writing. 
If you still believe your court order should change and 
don’t want to hire an attorney, you can go to court on 
your own – see Option 2.

Option 2 – Bring your own motion 
Bringing your own motion to modify your court order 
means you or your attorney do all the tasks to have the 
court consider your request. Some of these tasks are 
listed below: 

1. Gather information for the legal paperwork. 
Examples include your income, health and  
dental insurance, child care expenses, and other 
court orders you have.

2. Prepare the legal paperwork. 
3. Contact the court administrator to get a hearing 

date and time. 
4. Sign the paperwork.
5. Make copies of the paperwork. You will need copies 

for yourself, the other parent, and the county. You 
must give the originals to the court.

6. Have another adult who is not part of the court 
action mail or deliver (serve) copies of the 
paperwork to the other parent. If you have an open 
child support case in a Minnesota county child 
support agency, that county attorney must also 
receive the paperwork.

7. Have the person who served the legal paperwork 
sign an Affidavit of Service.

8. File the paperwork with the court and pay the 
required court fee. 

9. Go to the court hearing and present your 
modification request.

What if I don’t have an open child support case 
in a Minnesota county?
You can apply for child support services and ask the 
county to review your order, or use the forms and 
instructions available at the Minnesota Judicial Branch’s 
Self-help Center website.

How long does it take to change an order?
It depends on a lot of things, including your schedule 
and the county’s and court’s schedules. However, 
you should start as soon as possible because the new 
support order only goes back to the date the other 
parent is served with the motion. If you are working 
with the county, it is important to respond promptly 
to requests to provide information, sign papers, attend 
appointments and hearings, etc.

Do I need to know the other parent’s income 
before I ask for a change?
It would be helpful but it is not necessary. 

What if I don’t know the other parent’s address?
First, make a reasonable attempt to find the parent’s 
current address. Sources for finding a person’s address 
include family members and other people who know 
the person, court records, Internet searches, motor 
vehicles, etc. If those fail, use the parent’s last known 
mailing address. If that doesn’t work, and you have 

an open child support case with a Minnesota county, 
you can ask a judge to order the child support agency 
to mail your papers to the other parent’s last known 
address. If the judge grants your request, you will need 
to complete forms, including the “Request for county 
to serve papers,” available at the Minnesota Judicial 
Branch’s Self-help Center. Bring a copy of your papers 
and the order to the county child support agency and 
they will mail the papers to the last known address of 
the other party.
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What is “service?”
The other parent has the right to know about your 
request and be present at the court hearing to respond 
to the request. You must follow legal rules to make sure 
the other parent gets served with proper notice, or the 
court may not hear your request.

Does it cost anything to request a change?
There is no cost to you if the county child support 
agency handles the modification action. If you are filing 
your own motion, you may have to pay for things such 
as attorney fees, filing fees, and costs for printing, 
mailing, and service. Fee waiver forms are available at 
the Minnesota Judicial Branch’s Self-help Center.

Where do I get more information?
If you have an open child support case in a Minnesota 
county, your child support worker is an excellent 
resource. If you do not know who your worker is, 
call the Child Support Division office at the 
Minnesota Department of Human Services at 
651-431-4400, or visit these department web pages:

 ■ Child Support homepage at  
mn.gov/dhs/child-support/  

 ■ Online Child Support Calculator: 
childsupportcalculator.dhs.state.mn.us

 ■ Minnesota Child Support Online: 
childsupport/dhs.state.mn.us/Action/Welcome .

Where can I get help with the forms?
There are a number of helpful resources, including:

 ■ Minnesota Judicial Branch’s Self-help Center at 
mncourts.gov/selfhelp

 ■ County or State law libraries
 ■ Some law schools.

How do I get started on Child Support ezDocs?
Child Support ezDocs (http://www.childsupport.dhs.
state.mn.us/Action/Welcome) is an interactive tool to 
help create documents for filing a child support order 
change. To get access, you need to have an open case 
with a Minnesota county child support agency. 

http://mn.gov/dhs/child-support/
childsupportcalculator.dhs.state.mn.us
www.childsupport.dhs.state.mn.us
http://www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp
http://www.childsupport.dhs.state.mn.us/Action/Welcome
http://www.childsupport.dhs.state.mn.us/Action/Welcome


Attention. If you need free help interpreting this document, ask your worker or call the number below for  
your language.

ያስተውሉ፡ ይህንን ዶኩመንት ለመተርጎም እርዳታ የሚፈልጉ ከሆነ፡ የጉዳዮን ሰራተኛ ይጠይቁ ወይም በሰልክ ቁጥር 1-844-217-3547 
ይደውሉ።

ملاحظة: إذا أردت مساعدة مجانية لترجمة هذه الوثيقة، اطلب ذلك من مشرفك أو اتصل على الرقم 1-800-358-0377. 

သတိ။ ဤစာရြက္စာတမ္းအားအခမဲ့ဘာသာျပန္ေပးျခင္း အကူအညီလုုိအပ္ပါက၊ သင့္လူမွဳေရးအလုုပ္သမား အားေမးျမန္း ျခင္းသုုိ ့မဟုုတ္ 
1-844-217-3563 ကုုိေခၚဆုုိပါ။

kMNt’sMKal’ . ebIG~k¨tUvkarCMnYyk~¬gkarbkE¨bäksarenHeday²tKit«fÂ sUmsYrG~kkan’sMNuMerOg rbs’G~k ÉehATUrs&BÍmklex 

1-888-468-3787 .

請注意，如果您需要免費協助傳譯這份文件，請告訴您的工作人員或撥打1-844-217-3564。

Attention. Si vous avez besoin d’une aide gratuite pour interpréter le présent document, demandez à votre 
agent chargé du traitement de cas ou appelez le 1-844-217-3548. 

Thov ua twb zoo nyeem. Yog hais tias koj xav tau kev pab txhais lus rau tsab ntaub ntawv no pub dawb,  
ces nug koj tus neeg lis dej num los sis hu rau 1-888-486-8377.

ymol.ymo;b.wuh>I zJerh>vd.b.w>rRpXRuvDvXw>uusd;xH0J'.vHm wDvHmrDwcgtHRM.<oHuG>b.ySR*h>0DtySRrRpXRw>vXe*D>rhw

rh>ud;b. 1-844-217-3549 wuh>I 

알려드립니다. 이 문서에 대한 이해를 돕기 위해 무료로 제공되는 도움을 받으시려면 담당자에게 
문의하시거나 1-844-217-3565으로 연락하십시오. 

ໂປຣດຊາບ. ຖາ້ຫາກ ທາ່ນຕອ້ງການການຊວ່ຍເຫືຼອໃນການແປເອກະສານນີຟ້ຣ,ີ ຈ ົງ່ຖາມພະນກັງານກ �າກບັການຊວ່ຍເຫືຼອ
ຂອງທາ່ນ ຫືຼ ໂທຣໄປທ່ີ 1-888-487-8251.

Hubachiisa. Dokumentiin kun tola akka siif hiikamu gargaarsa hoo feete, hojjettoota kee gaafadhu ykn afaan 
ati dubbattuuf bilbili 1-888-234-3798.

Внимание: если вам нужна бесплатная помощь в устном переводе данного документа, обратитесь к 
своему социальному работнику или позвоните по телефону 1-888-562-5877. 

Digniin. Haddii aad u baahantahay caawimaad lacag-la’aan ah ee tarjumaadda qoraalkan, hawlwadeenkaaga 
weydiiso ama wac lambarka 1-888-547-8829.

Atención. Si desea recibir asistencia gratuita para interpretar este documento, comuníquese con su trabajador 
o llame al 1-888-428-3438.

Chú ý. Nếu quý vị cần được giúp đỡ dịch tài liệu này miễn phí, xin gọi nhân viên xã hội của quý vị hoặc  
gọi số 1-888-554-8759.
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For accessible formats of this information or assistance with additional 
equal access to human services, write to DHS.info@state.mn.us, call 
651-431-4400, or use your preferred relay service.  ADA1 (2-18)


