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Attention. If you need free help interpreting this document, call the above number.
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ملاحظة: إذا أردت مساعدة مجانية لترجمة هذه الوثيقة، اتصل على الرقم أعلاه.
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請注意，如果您需要免費協助傳譯這份文件，請撥打上面的電話號碼。

Attention. Si vous avez besoin d’une aide gratuite pour interpréter le présent document, veuillez appeler au 
numéro ci-dessus.

Thov ua twb zoo nyeem. Yog hais tias koj xav tau kev pab txhais lus rau tsab ntaub ntawv no pub dawb,  
ces hu rau tus najnpawb xov tooj saum toj no. 
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알려드립니다. 이 문서에 대한 이해를 돕기 위해 무료로 제공되는 도움을 받으시려면 위의 
전화번호로 연락하십시오.

ໂປຣດຊາບ. ຖາ້ຫາກ ທາ່ນຕອ້ງການການຊວ່ຍເຫືຼອໃນການແປເອກະສານນີຟ້ຣ,ີ ຈ ົງ່ໂທຣໄປທ່ີໝາຍເລກຂາ້ງເທີງນີ.້

Hubachiisa. Dokumentiin kun tola akka siif hiikamu gargaarsa hoo feete, lakkoobsa gubbatti kenname bilbili.

Внимание: если вам нужна бесплатная помощь в устном переводе данного документа, позвоните по 
указанному выше телефону.

Digniin. Haddii aad u baahantahay caawimaad lacag-la’aan ah ee tarjumaadda qoraalkan, lambarka kore wac.

Atención. Si desea recibir asistencia gratuita para interpretar este documento, llame al número indicado 
arriba.

Chú ý. Nếu quý vị cần được giúp đỡ dịch tài liệu này miễn phí, xin gọi số bên trên.
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651-431-3809

For accessible formats of this information or assistance with additional 
equal access to human services, write to dhs.ccap@state.mn.us, call 
651-431-3809, or use your preferred relay service.  ADA1 (2-18)
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Introduction 
The Child Care Assistance Program, commonly known as CCAP, provides financial assistance to help 
families with low incomes pay for child care so that parents may pursue employment or education 
leading to employment, and that children are well cared for and prepared to enter school ready to learn. 
Families receiving child care assistance choose their own child care provider, and are referred to 
ParentAware.org to search for a provider if needed. There are four types of child care providers: licensed 
child care centers, licensed family child care homes, centers that are exempt from licensing and legal 
non-licensed providers. 

There are maximum reimbursement rates that the program can pay providers for caring for children. 
These maximum rates are set by the state Legislature and vary according to the type of child care 
provider, the age of the child, the unit of time (i.e. hourly, daily, weekly) and the county where care is 
provided. 

Unless noted, data reported in this profile is drawn from the program’s administrative data system, 
Minnesota Electronic Child Care System (MEC2), for state fiscal years 2013 through 2018. A fiscal year 
begins on July 1 and ends on June 30 of the following year, and is designated by the year in which it 
ends. 

Definitions 
Providers serving Child Care Assistance Program children: Providers who have been paid for serving 
children through the program, counted during the month the service occurred. 

Registered Child Care Assistance Program providers: Providers who register with a county in order to 
care for and be paid for caring for children through the program. 

Licensed family: Family child care homes licensed by Minnesota, a tribe or another state. 

Legal non-licensed family: Unlicensed family providers who meet certain program requirements, 
typically family or friends. 

Licensed center: Center programs licensed by Minnesota, a tribe or another state. 

License exempt center: Center programs exempt from licensing, typically because they offer care to 
school-age children or are located in a school. 

  

http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=id_008688
http://parentaware.org/
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-6441B-ENG
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Provider Registration 
To provide care and be paid through the Child Care Assistance Program, child care providers must 
register with the county or tribal agency serving the family. However, registration does not necessarily 
indicate that a provider has served a Child Care Assistance Program child or been paid by the program, 
only that the provider has completed the steps necessary to receive program payments if they care for 
children receiving these benefits. Registrations typically last two years. 

Registered Providers, by Provider Type1 

State Fiscal 
Year 

Licensed 
Centers 

License 
Exempt 
Centers 

Licensed 
Family 

Legal Non-
licensed All Providers 

2018 1,215 670 2,645 423 4,953 

2017 1,207 781 3,050 631 5,669 

2016 1,161 727 3,394 914 6,196 

2015 1,131 659 3,682 1,168 6,640 

2014 1,086 682 4,217 1,458 7,443 

 

Graph: 2018 Registered Providers, by Provider Type 
 

  

                                                           
1 Registrations are counted as of Dec. 31 of the applicable year. Child care providers register with a county or 
servicing agency in order to care for children and be paid through the Child Care Assistance Program. Registration 
does not necessarily mean that a provider has cared for a child or been paid through the program. 
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Number of Providers Serving Child Care Assistance Program Children (Monthly Average) 
 
Providers are counted as having “served” a Child Care Assistance Program child if they were paid by the 
program for caring for that child. Providers are counted during the month service occurred (i.e., the 
month the provider cared for the child), though payment may have been issued at a later month.  
 

Monthly Average Count of Providers Serving CCAP Children, by Provider Type2 

State Fiscal 
Year Center 

License 
Exempt 
Center 

Licensed 
Family 

Legal Non-
licensed Total 

2018 926 489 1,633 218 3,266 
2017 911 444 1,779 302 3,436 
2016 894 412 2,020 394 3,720 
2015 875 413 2,302 482 4,072 
2014 864 422 2,578 656 4,520 

 
Graph: Monthly Average Count of Providers Serving CCAP Children, by Provider Type  

 

 

                                                           
2 Monthly average counts are typically lower than annual unduplicated counts because children may not be in care 
with the same provider for a full 12 months.  
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Average Count of Providers Serving CCAP Children, by Provider Type 
 

Licensed Center Providers Serving CCAP Children3 

State Fiscal Year Center Licensed 
by DHS 

Center Licensed 
by a Tribe 

Center Licensed 
by Another State 

Subtotal Number 
of Providers 

2018 887 5 34 926 
2017 869 6 36 911 
2016 852 8 34 894 
2015 838 6 31 875 
2014 826 6 32 864 

 

Licensed Family Child Care Providers Serving CCAP Children4 

State Fiscal Year FCC Licensed by 
DHS 

FCC Licensed  
by a Tribe 

FCC Licensed by 
Another State 

Subtotal Number 
of Providers 

2018 1,600 13 20 1,633 
2017 1,742 12 25 1,779 
2016 1,988 13 20 2,021 
2015 2,261 14 28 2,303 
2014 2,541 12 26 2,579 

 

License Exempt Centers 
License Exempt Centers are not categorized by sub-type in the Child Care Assistance Program data 
system (MEC2). These providers are exempt from licensing typically because they offer care to school-
age children and/or are located in a school. 

  

                                                           
3 Families may select child care providers licensed by the State of Minnesota, a federally-recognized tribe, or 
another state (these providers are located in another state). To be eligible for child care assistance in Minnesota, 
families must reside in Minnesota. 
4 See Note 3 above.  
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Legal Non-licensed Providers 
Each legal non-licensed provider’s sub-type below reflects the provider’s relationship to the child or 
children served and the site where care is provided.  
 

Average Count of Legal Non-licensed Providers Serving CCAP Children5 
 

State Fiscal Year 
Related and 
In Provider’s 

Home 

Unrelated and in 
Provider’s Home In Child’s Home Total Number of 

LNL Providers 

2018 104 84 30 218 
2017 131 145 26 302 
2016 163 194 37 393 
2015 200 242 40 482 
2014 302 302 52 656 

 

Graph: Average Count of Legal Non-licensed Providers Serving CCAP Children 
 

 

                                                           
5 Providers were classified based on factors that trigger additional requirements: (a) a legal non-licensed provider 
serving any child in the child’s home was counted as providing care in the child’s home; (b) a legal non-licensed 
provider serving any unrelated child during the service month was counted as serving unrelated children. Providers 
included in this count were paid for serving children by the Child Care Assistance Program. Providers are counted 
during the time period in which service occurred; payments may have been issued during a later period. Monthly 
average counts are typically lower than annual unduplicated counts because children may not be in care for a full 
12 months with the same provider. 
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